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TO  THE  BODMIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  my  Annual  Heport  for  the 
Year  1940. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) — 3*311. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 

population — 5,889. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  fend  of  1940)  according 
to  the  Rate  Books — 1,277. 

Kateable  value — <£26,873. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £106*11-3. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  town  is  chiefly  a residential  one,  having  no 
large  industries. 

It  is  the  market  town  and  shopping  centre  for  the 
surrounding  agricultural  district  and  it  is  the  depot 
for  the  County  Regiment.  Since  the  war  most  of 
the  large  buildings  have  been  taken  over  by  the 
Military  which  now"  predominates  over  the  civilian 
element. 
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Extracts  from  vital 

statistics 

for  the 

year. 

For  calculating  Infant  mortality — 

M. 

F- 

Total. 

Live  births 

53 

39 

92 

Legitimate 

50 

37 

87 

Illegitimate 

c, 

o 

2 

5 

For  calculating  birth  rate- 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  births 

51 

37 

88 

Legitimate 

48 

35 

83 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  populat 

ion — 

14-9. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still  births — 

For  calculating  Infant 

mortality 

2 

0 

2 

Legitimate 

2 

0 

2 

For  calculating  Birth  rate  1 

0 

1 

1 egitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Kate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births  ~ 22*2. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaths 

39 

41 

80 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 

13-5. 

f ' . 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerpural  Sepsis  or 
other  puerpural  causes. 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age— 

M.  F.  Total . 

Total  Deaths  3 1 4 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  10  1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 43*4. 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  8 

• ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  ' Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)...  1 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were — 

Heart  disease  ...  23 

Bronchitis  ...  7 

Pneumonia  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  6 


Comparison  of  Birth  and  Death  rates  with  those  of 
England  and  Wales  : — 


Birth  rate 

14-9 

England  and  Wales. 

14-6 

Death  rate 

13-5 

14*3 

Infantile  death  rate 

43-4 

55 

Influenza  was  prevalent  during  February  and 
March  but  the  type  was  not  so  severe  as  in  most 
epidemics. 

German  Measles,  chiefly  amongst  children,  was 
prevalent  during  February  and  March,  after  which 
the  epidemic  gradually  subsided. 

There  were  seven  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
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notified  in  March,  four  cases  being  non-civilians  and 
three  cases  civilians,  whilst  another  civilian  case  was 
notified  in  June.  No  further  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

There  was  no  school  closure  on  account  of  epidemic 
diseases. 

(ieneral  provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  H.  Hobling,  (part 
time  Officer),  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Wadebridge,  Public 
Varcinator  and  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Surveyor — K.  T. 
Buscombe  (full  time  Officer).  He  is  an  Associate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Laboratory  facilities. 

These  remain  the  same  as  before. 

Ambulance  facilities. 

There  is  a St.  John  Motor  Ambulance  with 
trained  personnel,  in  addition  to  which  are  County 
Ambulances  for  A.R.P.  work,  and  civilian  vehicles 
adapted  to  carry  stretchers  in  case  of  need. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

I here  are  Nurses  supplied  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association  which  meet  this  need. 

The  Voluntary  Maternity  Clinic  and  Infant 
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Welfare  Centre  continues  its  valuable  work. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  a Voluntary  Hospital  (the  Bodmin  and 
East  Cornwall  Hospital)  for  the  treatment  of  Medical 
and  Surgical  cases. 

A part  of  the  Mental  Hospital  has  been  taken  over 
and  converted  into  an  Emergency  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  both  Military  and  Civilian  patients  who 
may  be  suffering  from  war  injuries. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  supply.  The  water  supply  has  been  a diflScult 
problem  at  times  owing  to  the  greatly  increased 
population,  both  military  and  civilian. 

A “Booster’’  for  increasing  the  rate  of  flow 
through  the  mains  has  considerably  improved 
matters. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

•'Ihe  extension  of  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  rendered  necessary  by  the  erection  of  a new 
Military  Hutment  Camp  have  been  completed  and 
are  working  satisfactorily. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Where  water  is  available  W.C’s  are  in  use.  In 
the  rural  part  of  the  area  the  pail  system  is  the  one 
generally  in  use. 
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Scavenging, 

House  refuse  is  regularly  collected  and  remov^ed  by 
a motor  vehicle  specially  constructed  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Places  where  food  is  dealt  with,  as  well  as  dairies 
and  cowsheds,  are  regularly  visited  and  inspected. 

Housing. 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  are  in 
abeyance  owing  to  the  war. 

Owing  to  the  Military  and  the  large  inhux  of 
civilians  housing  accommodation  is  stretched  to  its 
utmost,  but  care  is  taken  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible 
under  existing  conditions  any  preventive  or  undue 
overcrowding. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
diseases. 

Considering  the  prevailing  conditions  there  has 
been  remarkably  little  infectious  disease. 

Free  immunization  against  Diphtheria  was  offered 
by  the  Council  but  comparatively  little  use  was 
made  of  the  facilities  offered,  but  efforts  are  being 
made  to  get  the  children  done  in  the  Schools. 

Alum-precipitated-toxoid  is  the  prophylactic  in  use. 
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Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year. 


Total 

cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease  notified. 

to  Hospital. 

deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including- 
Paratyphoid) 

2 

2 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

2 

Measles 

3 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

9 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Analysis  of  age  groups  of 

cases  notified. 

Cerebro 

- Enteric  Puerpural  Spinal 


Fever 

Pyrexia 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Fever 

Under  1 year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

35 

1 

0 

0 

4 

3 

45 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

All  the  cases  of  Dysentery  were  in  the  ('omity 
Mental  Hospital  as  well  as  one  case  of  Typhoid,  'the 
other  case  of  Typhoid  was  admitted  in  Bodmin 
Hospital  from  an  outside  district. 

Tuberculosis 


Kew  cases  and  mortality  during  1940-- 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Age  period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

85 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

45 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

* 

0 

0 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Eegulations,  1925 
(relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


